" On my arrival, I found her lying on the floor in convulsions, which, however, were less violent than they had been. On their first appearance, the midwife had, with considerable presence of mind, applied sinapisms to the calves of the legs and to the nape of the neck : the patient had been convulsed an hour. I had her placed in bed, and, finding the head of the child well down upon the perineum, I requested Dr. Barker (then present) to apply the forceps and deliver at once. The removal of the placenta was followed by a short rush of blood, which soon stopped. The convulsions had ceased before the application of the forceps, but the unconsciousness remained. The pulse was quick and of high tension ; the face and eyelids puffy ; the legs oedematous, and pitting deeply upon pressure, whilst the feet were cold. Leaving the case in charge of my' partner, I ordered a mixture containing eight minims of a solution of nitro-glycerin (one per cent.) in an ounce of water, with instructions to give a teaspoonful every hour until the evening. The first dose was given to the patient above two and a half hours after the commencement of the attack, the coma being then as profound as at any time ; within ten minutes of taking it, the patient regained perfect consciousness, and asked questions about her confinement and child, of which, till then, she had been oblivious. Four or five doses of the mixture were given, and when seen again during the evening she had a soft quiet pulse, and was quite comfortable in other respects. The first urine we were able to obtain showed, upon examination, at least two-thirds of albumen ; and upon inquiry we found that this secretion had been scanty for some months, and that there had been also considerable anasarca of the lower extremities. The patient made a tedious recovery, and it was fully six weeks before all trace of albuminuria disappeared. The pulse-rate and temperature remained abnormally high for some time, and at length it was necessary to wean the baby ; after which the patient's progress was more rapid, and at the present time she is in better health than she has been for years."
